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BA takes off 
with BD37m 

I 

new 1mage 
~ From Page One 

Bahrain with simultaneous cel­
ebrations being held around the 
globe, in the world's largest busi­
ness satellite launch. 

British Airways is spending 
60 million pounds (BD37m) to 
cast off its Union Jack image. 

The airline is scrapping the 
old red, white and blue tail de­
signs and repainting the tails of 
its planes with designs from all 
over the world, such as 1 apanese 
wave pictures and bright tribal 
murals from South Africa. 

Officials in Bahrain said 40 of 
the more than 50 new tail de­
signs would be. in the skies by 
the end of the year. 

Long-term it is planned to haye 
designs for each country the air­
line flies to. 

The reception in Bahrain was 
hosted by BA regional director, 
UK, Africa and Middle East 
David Noyles. 

The airline said it was not 
turning its back on its British 
heritage but rather looking to the 
future. 

"Airlines were extremely 
chauvinistic companies in the 
years after the war but now 
they've got to become more cos­
mopolitan to be~ome succe.ss­
ful," chief executtve Bob Ayhng 
said in London. 

"We wanted to show a mod­
em Britain rather than an impe­
rial Britain." 

..J.aiJ de­
the skies by 

thf~if!.!:!-(51 t.'rec "i-ear. 
LVng-·t.a:wit.is planned to have 

designs for each country tbe air­
line flies to. 

The reception in Bahrain was 
hosted by BA regional director, 
UK, Africa and Middle East 
David Noyles. 

The airline said it was not 
turning its back on its British 
heritage but rather looking to the 
future. 

"Airlines were extremely 
chauvinistic companies in the 
years after the war but now 
they've got to become more cos­
mopolitan to become success­
ful ,"chiefexecutiveBobAyling 
said in London. 

"We wanted to show a mod­
em Britain rather than an impe­
rial Britain." 

Minister visits 
health centres 
HEALTH Minister Dr Fai sal AI 
Mousawi yesterday visited several 
health centres in Budaiya and West 
Riffa. He also visited the new BDI 
million Hamad Ali Kanoo Centre, 
financed by the Kanoo family and 
due to be opened shon I y once the 
Government had provided 
equipment costing 80500,000. 

•German ties hailed 
ELECTRICITY and Water 
1\linister Abdulla Juma 
yesterday met German 
Ambassador Norbert Heinze and 
reYiewed bilateral relations and 
means of boosting them. 

• Shaikh Khalid left with Rashid AI Zayanf, chairman of the board of trustees of the schot;JI, and Dr AI Zayanl at the ceremony. Right, 

Gr8duate·su·•·sieil"Ping out 
with new era mission 

TWENTY -O NE school 
graduates stepped out into 
the real world last night, with 
a mission for the 21st cen-

By FARISHTA SAEED and Arabic principles," he said. American High School Di­
Dr AI Rafie said education plomaortheTawjihi Diploma, 

Abdulla Mubarak AI Rafie, had and training must also change or both. 

tury. 

a special message for the gradu- with the times. Ahmed AI Omran, adviser to 
ates. AI Hekma International HH the Amir Shaikh Isa bin 

They put their days at AI 
Hekma International Model 
School behind them in a cer­
emony held at the school, in 
San ad. 

He said they had to help Model School's efforts have Sulman AI Khalifa and former 
their country embrace the tech- reaped successful youngsters, Education Minister was also 
nical developments of the said school president Dr Mona honoured during the event for 
coming century, without los- AI Zayani yesterday. his "outstanding character and 
ing sight of cu lture or Islamic She said parents should be pioneering efforts for Bahrain's 

The ceremony, held under 
the patronage of Crown Prince 
and BDF Commander- in­
Chief Shaikh Hamad bin lsa 
AI Khalifa, was attended by 
head of the Crown Prince's 
Court Shaikh Khalid bin 
Ahmed AI Khalifa, parents, 
school officials and other 

principles. proud of the youngsters, who education". 
Dr AI Rafie said that develop- were nurtured with love and care In order to offer the best tu-

ing countries, incl.uding Bahrain, at home and education and guid- ition available, she said, .the 
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efit from the developing world honoured. Their names were fees. 
around us and transfer it to our published in yesterday' s DrAIZayanialsoannounced 

gu~~~·st of honour, Arabian societies in a suitable fra~e GDN. . the start of new classes in the 
Gulf University president Dr which will match our Islamtc All graduates rece1ved the next educational year, which 

f t ' she said would enable students Education 'key to u ure ~.~~:::~;;~~~~~~:~:.~~::~ 

with new era mission 
TWENTY -ONE school 
graduates stepped out into 
the real world last night, with 
a mission for the 21st cen­
tury. 

They put their days at AI 
Hekma International Model 
School behind them in a cer­
emony held at the school, in 
Sanad. 

The ceremony, held under 
the patronage of Crown Prince 
and BDF Commander-in­
Chief Shaikh Hamad bin lsa 
AI Khalifa, was attended by 
head of the Crown Prince' s 
Court Shaikh Khalid bin 
Ahmed AI Khalifa, parents, 
school officials and other 
guests. 

Guest of honour, Arabian 
Gulf University president Dr 

By FARISHTA SAEED 
Abdulla Mubarak AI Rafie, had 
a special message for the gradu­
ates. 

He said they had to help 
their country embrace the tech­
nical developments of the 
coming century, without los­
ing sight of culture or Islamic 
principles. 

Dr AI Rafie said that develop­
ing countries, incl.uding Bahrain, 
were living on the threshold of a 
technical revolution, since they 
consumed the latest advanced 
techniques but did not take part 
in developing them. 

"In this stage we should ben­
efit from the developing world 
around us and trai1sfer it to our 
societies in a suitable frame 
which will match our Islamic 

and Arabic principles, "he said. 
Dr AI Rafie said education 

and training must also change 
with the times. 

AI Hekma International 
Model School's efforts have 
reaped successful youngsters, 
said school president Dr Mona 
AI Zayani yesterday. 

She said parents should be 
proud of the youngsters, who 
were nurtured with love and care 
at home and education and guid­
ance at school. 

Dr AI Zayani was speaking at 
the school's graduation cer­
emony last night. 

Twenty-one students were 
honoured. Their names were 
published in yesterday's 
GDN. 

All grad uates received the 

Education 'key to future' 
FUTURE parents need to open their hearts to 
education, culture and knowledge, said stu­
dent Fahad Abdulrahman Shafea. 

"In order to serve our country in a better 
way, parents should be armed with educa­
tion," he said. 

Fa had said the graduates' dream had finally 
come true, after years of study and hard work. 

"After tonight we will be leaving each other 
to further continue our long educational path, 
which we began as children crying not to go to 
school," he said. 

"Today, after 12 years, we are again crying, 
but this time because we are leaving school, a 
place which taught us the meaning of life and 
education." 

Fahad expressed his appreciation towards 
school president Dr Mona AI Zayani and for 
her efforts and support through their school 
years. 

Another graduate, one of the three student 
speakers, Salinaz Abdulla Mahmood, said al­
though the day was the end of her school 
hardships, she felt emotional towards the school 
in which she spent a large part of her life. 

"The school did its best to accommodate our 
needs and requirements, it was like a big family 
to the students," she said. 

"But now I am about to have a new start with 
a life at university, where I am now capable of 
managing bigger and more difficult responsi­
bilities." 
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American High School Di­
ploma or the Tawjihi Diploma, 
or both. 

Ahmed AI Omran, adviser to 
HH the Amir Shaikh Isa bin 
Sulman AI Khalifa and former 
Education Minister was also 
honoured during the event for 
his "outstanding character and 
pioneering efforts for Bahrain's 
education". 

In order to offer the best tu­
ition available, she said, the 
school equipped itself with the 
latest advanced educational 
techniques, without having to 
burden the parents with the fi ­
nances, or increasing the school 
fees. 

Dr AI Zayani also announced 
the start of new classes in the 
next educational year, which 
she said would enable students 
to obtain International General 
Certificate Examination s 
(IGCE) certificates. 

At the ceremony, graduate 
Sabrrin Abdulla Abdul Karim 
said the class of '97 was proud 
to be known as former students 
of AI Hekma International 
Model School. 

"The education that I, along 
with my fellow graduates, have 
received here has more than 
fulfilled all of our expectations 
and fully prepared us to suc­
ceed in the future and that is due 
to the school's flexible struc­
ture," she said. 

Drug-fight 
appeal by 
ex-addicts 
~ From Page One 

join the meetings,'' said the 30-
year-old Bahraini. 

He said many women, whether 
addicts, or friends of addicts; 
were too shy or afraid to attend 
the meetings. 

"They either fear being 
branded as druggies, or being 
associated with drug addicts,'' 
he said. 

''Those who don't worry about 
such things are maybe too busy 
to attend the meetings." 

Another cured drug addict said 
there were Bahraini women who 
were addicted to drugs, but they 
did not attend the meetings, for 
fear of being recognised in pub­
lic. 

"Of course in every society 
there are women as well as men 
using drugs, but maybe in other 
societies, they are more open 
about it," he said. 

"In our community women 
don't like to come out in the open 
and tell others their stories." 

The 27-year-old said that on 
one occasion members of the 
Press were invited to attend one 
of the meetings, which was cel­
ebrating the fifth anniversary of 
one of its members being drug­
free and only one journalist had 
turned out. 

·"It was disappointing to see 
that only one Arabic journalist, 
from the GDN, who was a 
woman, showed up at the event," 
he said. 

"The others, also Arabic, gave 
different excuses, but we knew 
that it was because they did not 
like the idea of people seeing 
them walking into the meeting, 
or talking to us." 

The reporter, he said, had con-
tinued attending the meetings 

did not attend the meetings, for 
fear of being recognised in pub­
lic. 

"Of course in every society 
there are women as well as men 
using drugs, but maybe in other 
societies, they are more open 
about it,'' he said. 

"In our community women 
don'tliketocomeout in the open 
and tell others their stories." 

The 27-year-old said that on 
one occasion members of the 
Press were invited to attend one 
of the meetings, which was cel­
ebrating the fifth anniversary of 
one of its members being drug­
free and only one journalist had 
turned out. 

"It was disappointing to see 
that only one Arabic journalist, 
from the GDN, who was a 
woman, showed up at the event," 
he said. 

"The others, also Arabic, gave 
different excuses, but we knew 
that it was because they did not 
like the idea of people seeing 
them walking into the meeting, 
or talking to us." 

The repo11er, he said, had con­
tinued attending the meetings 
every week , since February. 

"We appreciate all the help 
and time she has given us and w,e 
realise that at time, fingers will 
be pointed at her, but she gives 
us an incentive to carry our mes­
sage around the country," he said . 

"That is why we need the sup­
port of all those around us, our 
families, friends, rel atives and 
all those, who want to know more 
about what Narcotics Anony­
mous is all about and how it can 
help those who need help." 

The open meetings are held 
every Thursday, from 5 .30pm to 
7pm. 









DRUGS are a shortcut to death ... but addic­
tion can be beaten. 

This W¥ the message spelt out to youngsters by 
reformed drug addicts. 

They urged young people never to try drugs. 
The reformed addicts were speaking after the 

first convention of its kind in the GCC, held at the 
Sheraton Hotel's AI Zallaq Ballroom. 

The convention, titled We Are Everywhere was 
organised by Manama-based Narcotics Anony­
mous and featured speakers from Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia and Bahrain. 

Abut 65 people, addicts and non-addicts, turned 
up for the COJWention. 

One of the organisers, who would not be named, 
said this was the NA' s first public meeting and was 
aimed at offering young addicts a helping hand. 

"We have a closed meeting exclusively for 
. addicts twice a week," he said. 'They share their 

experiences and their hopes for the future." 
The NA member said that non-addicts were not 

allowed into these meetings, at which help was 
offered to the addicts. 

He said addicts were put through a 12-step 
rehabilitation programme. 

"We also have an open meeting every Thursday 
at the American Mission Hospital,'~ he said. 

The names of the speakers at the convention 

A group of recovered drug addicts held the first gathering of its kind in 
Bahrain, to warn youngsters to stay away from the potentially deadly habit, 
but also to offer hope to those already hooked. AHDEY A AHMED reports. 

were withheld to protect their identity. 
A recovered Bahraini addict said he heard of 

NAin 1985 but was not interested in the group's 
help. "I met them in 1987 in the hospital, but I still 
did not give up the habit," he recalled. 

"I returned to drugs when I left hospital. When 
I returned to hospital two years later, another of the 
group members met me and offered help. I could 
not believe that he was reformed and thought he 
was still an addict." 

The man told how he went back to drugs yet 
again and it was only in 1990 that he fmally 
accepted help from the NA. 

"I was eventually convinced that they might 
have something they could offer me," he said. 

'They asked me to attend 90 meetings in 90 
days." 

He said it was very difficult to give up drugs. 
"To begin with there was the difference in opinion 
between what I and the group thought of the term 
freedom," he said. 

"To the group members, freedom meant getting 
rid of drugs, but to me it meant using drugs and 

having them available whenever I needed them." 
The former addict spoke of how helpful the NA 

members were. 
'They told me ·they were available 24 hours a 

day for help and with their support, I decided to 
give up drugs step by step." 

He said it was extremely tough to kick the habit. 
"I was admitted to hospital several times and I 

also went to jail," he said. 
He said a drug addict should not be considered 

as a criminal but as a victim. 

Mistakes 
"A drug addict goes through three stages -

hospital, prison and finally death - but I thank 
God that my relationship with drugs stopped at the 
first two stages only," he said. 

He said he had paid a heavy price for his 
mistakes. 

"Many people do not pay for their mistakes but 
I did," he said. "I paid for it with one year of my life 
in jaiL It was so depressing that I was wa~ting to 

leave prison and go back to using drugs again, but 
God helped me. 

"I realised that the only hope for. me was to go 
to the NA and ask for help. I knew that if I did not . 
get their help, I would be dead." 

He said he had never wanted to be an addict. 
"I started taking drugs just for fun, but it 

always starts like this," he said. "My relations 
with people changed and I became worse day by 
day." 

Many people mistakenly think that a reformed 
drug addict cannot be productive, can never 
marry and can never have children, said the 
man. 

'This is not true, because I am now a productive 
citizen, married and my wife is expecting our first 

, child," he said. 
"Money solves many problems and it makes 

people rich, but I believe giving up drugs means all 
the wealth to me. 

"I want to convey a message to those who still . 
use drugs and that is 'If you WANT to give it up ... 
you can.' • 

"I have given it up for four years and five 
months now." 

A reformed addict from Saudi Arabia said the 
12 step-rehabilitation programme helped him a 
lot in giving up drugs. 

~~==~========================~ 
"If you don't admit that drug 

addiction is a serious problem, 
you can never give it up," he 
said. " It is like any other prob­
lem, if you don't admit to your­
self that you have a problem, 
you can _never find a solution._ 

•Models, from left, Emad Iqbal, Alonza Serrao, Fa/en Se"ao and Spanj Ismail display the casual 
range. Right, models August Fernandes and Shlvangl at the show 

Bank party fun for 
staff and .families 

ABOUT 250 staff members of 
AI Ahli Commercial Bank and 
their families attended a bi-an­
nual dinner party and get-to­
gether at the Diplomat HoteL 

A fashion show was the high­
light of the evening, which also 
featured a quiz competition and 
music by an Arabic band. 

The clothes for the fashion 
show were designed by Anita 
Serrao, who also organised and 
choreographed the show. 

!~. 
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• The bank's social committee chairwoman Seddeeqa AI 
Munfaredi and a colleague conduct the quiz show 

"I admitted I was having seri­
ous problems. I was miserable 
and I looked for hope and help 
and I got it from the group." 

He said it took a lot of will­
power even to look at himself in 
the, mirror _because w~.s 
asbaihed to see ·wbat was hap­
pening to him. 

"For 14 years I hurt myself 
and people around me," he said. · 
"I knew this was more than 
enough and I had to give it up. I 
went to jail several times for 
drug-trafficking." 

He said one of the toughest 
paths on his road to recovery 
was apologising to all those 
whom he had hurt by his 
behaviour. "But I knew that if I 
did not do this, I could not ex­
pec~people to forgive me," he 
said. 

Relations 
"Since I gave up drugs four 

years ago, my relations with 
people around me became good 

• and I feel closer to God. 
"I also finished my studies 

and graduated with A grades in 
all the subjects." 

A Kuwaiti member of the 
groupsaidadrugaddictwasjust 
like a diabetic. 
. "A diabetic knows that sugar 
will harm him, but he may still 
take it," he said. 

'1t is the same way with a 
drug addict who is aware of the 
dangers of the drug, but wants 
to try it and once he does, he is 
in big trouble and cannot get rid 
of it. 

"Many people think a re­
formed drug addict(:annot have 
a family but I gave up drugs five 
years ago, recovered, am mar­
ried and I also have children." 

Another Saudi said he started 
using drugs atlhe age of 15. 

"I tried to escape drugs by 
travelling to another GCC coun­
try but I failed," he said. 

"I went back to my home coun­
try and I could not find my fam­
ily because they had sold the 
house. I slept on the roads and in 
garden!>' and I had no place with 
my friends who were addicts 
once, but had already given it 
up." 

He said he went to hospital 
and asked for help and was able 
to kick the habit after two years 
of addiction. 

"Now I have a good job and I 
am a productive citizen like any­
body else." 
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BA takes off 
with BD37m 

I 

new 1mage 
~ From Page One 

Bahrain with simultaneous cel­
ebrations being held around the 
globe, in the world's largest busi­
ness satellite launch. 

British Airways is spending 
60 million pounds (BD37m) to 
cast off its Union Jack image. 

The airline is scrapping the 
old red, white and blue tail de­
signs and repainting the tails of 
its planes with designs from all 
over the world, such as 1 apanese 
wave pictures and bright tribal 
murals from South Africa. 

Officials in Bahrain said 40 of 
the more than 50 new tail de­
signs would be. in the skies by 
the end of the year. 

Long-term it is planned to haye 
designs for each country the air­
line flies to. 

The reception in Bahrain was 
hosted by BA regional director, 
UK, Africa and Middle East 
David Noyles. 

The airline said it was not 
turning its back on its British 
heritage but rather looking to the 
future. 

"Airlines were extremely 
chauvinistic companies in the 
years after the war but now 
they've got to become more cos­
mopolitan to be~ome succe.ss­
ful," chief executtve Bob Ayhng 
said in London. 

"We wanted to show a mod­
em Britain rather than an impe­
rial Britain." 

..J.aiJ de­
the skies by 

thf~if!.!:!-(51 t.'rec "i-ear. 
LVng-·t.a:wit.is planned to have 

designs for each country tbe air­
line flies to. 

The reception in Bahrain was 
hosted by BA regional director, 
UK, Africa and Middle East 
David Noyles. 

The airline said it was not 
turning its back on its British 
heritage but rather looking to the 
future. 

"Airlines were extremely 
chauvinistic companies in the 
years after the war but now 
they've got to become more cos­
mopolitan to become success­
ful ,"chiefexecutiveBobAyling 
said in London. 

"We wanted to show a mod­
em Britain rather than an impe­
rial Britain." 

Minister visits 
health centres 
HEALTH Minister Dr Fai sal AI 
Mousawi yesterday visited several 
health centres in Budaiya and West 
Riffa. He also visited the new BDI 
million Hamad Ali Kanoo Centre, 
financed by the Kanoo family and 
due to be opened shon I y once the 
Government had provided 
equipment costing 80500,000. 

•German ties hailed 
ELECTRICITY and Water 
1\linister Abdulla Juma 
yesterday met German 
Ambassador Norbert Heinze and 
reYiewed bilateral relations and 
means of boosting them. 

• Shaikh Khalid left with Rashid AI Zayanf, chairman of the board of trustees of the schot;JI, and Dr AI Zayanl at the ceremony. Right, 

Gr8duate·su·•·sieil"Ping out 
with new era mission 

TWENTY -O NE school 
graduates stepped out into 
the real world last night, with 
a mission for the 21st cen-

By FARISHTA SAEED and Arabic principles," he said. American High School Di­
Dr AI Rafie said education plomaortheTawjihi Diploma, 

Abdulla Mubarak AI Rafie, had and training must also change or both. 

tury. 

a special message for the gradu- with the times. Ahmed AI Omran, adviser to 
ates. AI Hekma International HH the Amir Shaikh Isa bin 

They put their days at AI 
Hekma International Model 
School behind them in a cer­
emony held at the school, in 
San ad. 

He said they had to help Model School's efforts have Sulman AI Khalifa and former 
their country embrace the tech- reaped successful youngsters, Education Minister was also 
nical developments of the said school president Dr Mona honoured during the event for 
coming century, without los- AI Zayani yesterday. his "outstanding character and 
ing sight of cu lture or Islamic She said parents should be pioneering efforts for Bahrain's 

The ceremony, held under 
the patronage of Crown Prince 
and BDF Commander- in­
Chief Shaikh Hamad bin lsa 
AI Khalifa, was attended by 
head of the Crown Prince's 
Court Shaikh Khalid bin 
Ahmed AI Khalifa, parents, 
school officials and other 

principles. proud of the youngsters, who education". 
Dr AI Rafie said that develop- were nurtured with love and care In order to offer the best tu-

ing countries, incl.uding Bahrain, at home and education and guid- ition available, she said, .the 
were living on the threshold of a ance at school. school equipped itself with the 
technical revolution, since they Dr AI Zayani was speaking at latest advanced educational 
consumed the latest advanced · h · 

the school's graduatiOn cer- techniques, without avmg to 
techniques but did not take part emony last night. burden the parents with the fi-
in developing them. d h 1 

"In this stage we should ben- Twenty-one stu ents were nances,orincreasingthesc oo 
efit from the developing world honoured. Their names were fees. 
around us and transfer it to our published in yesterday' s DrAIZayanialsoannounced 
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Gulf University president Dr which will match our Islamtc All graduates rece1ved the next educational year, which 

f t ' she said would enable students Education 'key to u ure ~.~~:::~;;~~~~~~:~:.~~::~ 

with new era mission 
TWENTY -ONE school 
graduates stepped out into 
the real world last night, with 
a mission for the 21st cen­
tury. 

They put their days at AI 
Hekma International Model 
School behind them in a cer­
emony held at the school, in 
Sanad. 

The ceremony, held under 
the patronage of Crown Prince 
and BDF Commander-in­
Chief Shaikh Hamad bin lsa 
AI Khalifa, was attended by 
head of the Crown Prince' s 
Court Shaikh Khalid bin 
Ahmed AI Khalifa, parents, 
school officials and other 
guests. 

Guest of honour, Arabian 
Gulf University president Dr 

By FARISHTA SAEED 
Abdulla Mubarak AI Rafie, had 
a special message for the gradu­
ates. 

He said they had to help 
their country embrace the tech­
nical developments of the 
coming century, without los­
ing sight of culture or Islamic 
principles. 

Dr AI Rafie said that develop­
ing countries, incl.uding Bahrain, 
were living on the threshold of a 
technical revolution, since they 
consumed the latest advanced 
techniques but did not take part 
in developing them. 

"In this stage we should ben­
efit from the developing world 
around us and trai1sfer it to our 
societies in a suitable frame 
which will match our Islamic 

and Arabic principles, "he said. 
Dr AI Rafie said education 

and training must also change 
with the times. 

AI Hekma International 
Model School's efforts have 
reaped successful youngsters, 
said school president Dr Mona 
AI Zayani yesterday. 

She said parents should be 
proud of the youngsters, who 
were nurtured with love and care 
at home and education and guid­
ance at school. 

Dr AI Zayani was speaking at 
the school's graduation cer­
emony last night. 

Twenty-one students were 
honoured. Their names were 
published in yesterday's 
GDN. 

All grad uates received the 

Education 'key to future' 
FUTURE parents need to open their hearts to 
education, culture and knowledge, said stu­
dent Fahad Abdulrahman Shafea. 

"In order to serve our country in a better 
way, parents should be armed with educa­
tion," he said. 

Fa had said the graduates' dream had finally 
come true, after years of study and hard work. 

"After tonight we will be leaving each other 
to further continue our long educational path, 
which we began as children crying not to go to 
school," he said. 

"Today, after 12 years, we are again crying, 
but this time because we are leaving school, a 
place which taught us the meaning of life and 
education." 

Fahad expressed his appreciation towards 
school president Dr Mona AI Zayani and for 
her efforts and support through their school 
years. 

Another graduate, one of the three student 
speakers, Salinaz Abdulla Mahmood, said al­
though the day was the end of her school 
hardships, she felt emotional towards the school 
in which she spent a large part of her life. 

"The school did its best to accommodate our 
needs and requirements, it was like a big family 
to the students," she said. 

"But now I am about to have a new start with 
a life at university, where I am now capable of 
managing bigger and more difficult responsi­
bilities." 
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American High School Di­
ploma or the Tawjihi Diploma, 
or both. 

Ahmed AI Omran, adviser to 
HH the Amir Shaikh Isa bin 
Sulman AI Khalifa and former 
Education Minister was also 
honoured during the event for 
his "outstanding character and 
pioneering efforts for Bahrain's 
education". 

In order to offer the best tu­
ition available, she said, the 
school equipped itself with the 
latest advanced educational 
techniques, without having to 
burden the parents with the fi ­
nances, or increasing the school 
fees. 

Dr AI Zayani also announced 
the start of new classes in the 
next educational year, which 
she said would enable students 
to obtain International General 
Certificate Examination s 
(IGCE) certificates. 

At the ceremony, graduate 
Sabrrin Abdulla Abdul Karim 
said the class of '97 was proud 
to be known as former students 
of AI Hekma International 
Model School. 

"The education that I, along 
with my fellow graduates, have 
received here has more than 
fulfilled all of our expectations 
and fully prepared us to suc­
ceed in the future and that is due 
to the school's flexible struc­
ture," she said. 

Drug-fight 
appeal by 
ex-addicts 
~ From Page One 

join the meetings,'' said the 30-
year-old Bahraini. 

He said many women, whether 
addicts, or friends of addicts; 
were too shy or afraid to attend 
the meetings. 

"They either fear being 
branded as druggies, or being 
associated with drug addicts,'' 
he said. 

''Those who don't worry about 
such things are maybe too busy 
to attend the meetings." 

Another cured drug addict said 
there were Bahraini women who 
were addicted to drugs, but they 
did not attend the meetings, for 
fear of being recognised in pub­
lic. 

"Of course in every society 
there are women as well as men 
using drugs, but maybe in other 
societies, they are more open 
about it," he said. 

"In our community women 
don't like to come out in the open 
and tell others their stories." 

The 27-year-old said that on 
one occasion members of the 
Press were invited to attend one 
of the meetings, which was cel­
ebrating the fifth anniversary of 
one of its members being drug­
free and only one journalist had 
turned out. 

·"It was disappointing to see 
that only one Arabic journalist, 
from the GDN, who was a 
woman, showed up at the event," 
he said. 

"The others, also Arabic, gave 
different excuses, but we knew 
that it was because they did not 
like the idea of people seeing 
them walking into the meeting, 
or talking to us." 

The reporter, he said, had con-
tinued attending the meetings 

did not attend the meetings, for 
fear of being recognised in pub­
lic. 

"Of course in every society 
there are women as well as men 
using drugs, but maybe in other 
societies, they are more open 
about it,'' he said. 

"In our community women 
don'tliketocomeout in the open 
and tell others their stories." 

The 27-year-old said that on 
one occasion members of the 
Press were invited to attend one 
of the meetings, which was cel­
ebrating the fifth anniversary of 
one of its members being drug­
free and only one journalist had 
turned out. 

"It was disappointing to see 
that only one Arabic journalist, 
from the GDN, who was a 
woman, showed up at the event," 
he said. 

"The others, also Arabic, gave 
different excuses, but we knew 
that it was because they did not 
like the idea of people seeing 
them walking into the meeting, 
or talking to us." 

The repo11er, he said, had con­
tinued attending the meetings 
every week , since February. 

"We appreciate all the help 
and time she has given us and w,e 
realise that at time, fingers will 
be pointed at her, but she gives 
us an incentive to carry our mes­
sage around the country," he said . 

"That is why we need the sup­
port of all those around us, our 
families, friends, rel atives and 
all those, who want to know more 
about what Narcotics Anony­
mous is all about and how it can 
help those who need help." 

The open meetings are held 
every Thursday, from 5 .30pm to 
7pm. 








